Tyrosine aminotransferase deficiency in mink (Mustela vision): a model for human tyrosinemia II.
Mink pseudodistemper, a recessive disease associated with high blood tyrosine levels, is an animal analogue of the human inborn error of metabolism, tyrosinemia II. Affected mink and man have eye and skin lesions. Affected mink have no hepatic tyrosine aminotransferase (TAT) activity, as measured immunologically and biochemically. Hepatic mitochondrial aspartate aminotransferase is increased to 188% of control. This new genetic animal model of TAT deficiency should allow new studies of tyrosine metabolism.